


Guidelines

Format & Syllabus

Round 1

The quest ion  paper  w i l l  have a  to ta l  o f  5 -7  quest ions o f  d i f fe r ing

d i f f i cu l ty  and length .  The d i f f i cu l ty  leve l  fo r  the  most  d i f f i cu l t

quest ions wi l l  be  s imi la r  to  Ast ronomy Olympiads ( IAO /  IOAA) .

A l l  quest ions wi l l  be  in  sub jec t ive  format  and the answers  as  wel l  as

the processes must  be exp la ined as  r igorous ly  as  poss ib le .

The broad top ics  range would  inc lude c lass ica l  as t ronomy top ics

such as  orb i ta l  mechanics ,  spher ica l  t r igonometry ,  opt ics  and s te l la r

observat ions.

Par t ia l  marks  wi l l  be  awarded and doub le  pena l ty  is  avo ided as  per

s tandard prac t ice  o f  Olympiads.

F ina l  answers  w i thout  proper  jus t i f i ca t ions /  reason ing wi l l  no t  be

awarded any marks .

Round 2

Par t ic ipants  are  expected to  be pro f ic ien t  in  hand l ing  Newton ian

te lescopes mounted on equator ia l  mounts .

Par t ic ipants  are  expected to  know s tars ,  so lar  sys tem and deep sky

ob jec ts  in  the n ight  sky .

The Mess ier  Marathon wi l l  be  conducted in  two rounds,  both  he ld

wi th in  the I ITB campus

Round 1  wi l l  be  a  pen-and-paper  tes t  schedu led for  11th  December

2024

Round 2  wi l l  invo lve  te lescop ic  observat ions and ca lcu la t ions.

Only  the top 10 teams,  shor t l i s ted based on the i r  Round 1  scores ,

wi l l  par t ic ipa te  in  Round 2 .

Round 2  is  schedu led for  the  even ing o f  12th  December  2024,  and

wi l l  cons is t  o f  two par ts :  Round 2 .1  and Round 2 .2 .

Each I IT  is  a l lowed to  submi t  on ly  one answer  book le t  per  round.


